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NOTE ON SUBLIMED SULPHUR 
By Norman Leonard, B.Sc. 

The “sublimed sulphur” of the British Pharmacopoeia “ should not have any action 
upon litmus,” but according to my experience it is rare to meet with specimens 
absolutely devoid of acidity. Those which I have examined were found to contain 
from 0-02 to 0 25 per cent, of sulphuric acid, as determined by titrating the aqueous 
extract of the samples; the average of eight samples was 008 per cent. Part of this 
acidity may be due to oxidation in the process of sublimation, but it may also be 
formed by exposure to air and moisture. Thus, a quantity of sublimed sulphur 
which had been rendered perfectly neutral by repeated washing with water and kept 
in a stoppered bottle whilst still moist was found to be very faintly acid after two 
weeks, and decidedly acid after three months, whilst at the end of four years the 
sample contained 02 per cent, of sulphuric acid. The latter was determined both 
by titration and by precipitation as barium sulphate; no sulphurous acid could be 
detected. A specimen of sulphur which had been thoroughly washed and sub¬ 
sequently dried at 100° showed, after keeping for four years, a barely perceptible 
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acid reaction, corresponding with the presence of not more than 0 0025 per cent, of 
sulphuric acid. 

I am not aware that the slow oxidation of sulphur in this way has been 
previously noticed. 



